Appln. No. : 10/034,913 

Amdt. Dated March 2, 2004 

Reply to Office Action dated Dec. 4, 2003 


REMARKS; 

Claims 1-10 have been cancelled. Claim 15 has been amended to correct a typographical 
error. Applicant reserves the right to pursue the original claims and other claims in this 
application and other applications. Claims 1 1-24 are pending in this application. 

Claims 1 and 6-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Stradely et al. (US 2003/01 19175). Claims 1 and 6-10 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Felice 
et al. (US 2003/0136179). Claims 1-10 have been cancelled. Reconsideration with respect to 
claims 1 1-24 is respectfully requested. 

In rejecting the claims with respect to US 2003/0136179 (hereinafter Felice et al.), the 
Office Action states, "Paragraph [0006] teaches the mail within the container is agitated and 
releases a plume of particulate that are within the individual pieces. The Office read agitating as 
meaning to move with sudden force, which has the effect of taking the article from a state of rest 
to a state of motion and then deceleration to a state of rest again. The taught agitation has been 
read on the claimed deceleration of the mail tray to release the particles within the mail. The 
claimed stop member has been read on the walls of the container (12) or the other articles of mail 
within the container where the agitation occurs that releases the particulate contents." (Office 
Action, pages 2-3). 

Felice et al. was filed on December 9, 2002, and claims priority to provisional application 
No. 60/340,1 18 (hereinafter provisional application), filed on Dec. 10, 2001. In order for subject 
matter that is disclosed in Felice et al. to be accorded the earlier filing date of the provisional 
application to which benefit is claimed, the provisional application must properly support the 
subject matter. If the provisional application does not properly support the subject matter, then 
the unsupported subject matter is accorded the filing date of Felice et al. (Dec. 9, 2002). 
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Appln. No. : 10/034,913 

Amdt. Dated March 2, 2004 

Reply to Office Action dated Dec. 4, 2003 


The present application was filed on December 18, 2001, which is before the filing date 
of Felice et al. Thus, any subject matter disclosed in Felice et al. that is not properly supported 
by the provisional application is not prior art with respect to the present application. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the subject matter used by the Office Action to make 
the rejection is not properly supported by the provisional application, and therefore is not prior 
art with respect to the present application. As noted above, the subject matter relied upon by the 
Office Acton in making the rejection is the agitation described in paragraph [0006] of Felice et 
al. The provisional application does not have any subject matter that corresponds to paragraph 
[0006] of Felice et al., nor is there any disclosure, teaching, suggestion or even mention of 
agitation anywhere in the provisional application. A complete copy of the file wrapper for the 
provisional application (60/340,1 18) is attached for the Examiner's convenience. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the rejection of claims 1 1-24 is improper 
and the rejection should be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
pending claims are in condition for allowance and favorable action thereon is requested. 

Respectfully submitted 


PITNEY BOWES INC. 
Intellectual Property and 
Technology Law Department 
35 Waterview Drive 
P.O. Box 3000 
Shelton, CT 06484-8000 

Attachment: Copy of File Wrapper for 60/340, 1 1 8 



Brian A. Lemm 
Reg. No. 43,748 
Attorney for Applicants 
Telephone No.: (203) 924-3836 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A vacuum mail tub being in the form of a substantially rigid 
container and a lid. The container including a vacuum port and 
an air vent for sampling air in the vacuum mail tub for possible, 
biological contamination, such as anthrax. The container further 
including raised standoffs along the bottom of the container and 
channels along the walls to facilitate airflow efficiency through 
the vacuum mail tub when the lid is attached and a vacuum source 
is applied to the vacuum port. Air samples of the sealed 
container air are collected for contamination analysis. 
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of the enclosed PROVISIONAL application entitled as stated above 
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EXPRESS MAIL LABEL EL653521 185US DATE OF DESPOSIT 12/10/01 

MAIL TUB WITH VACUUM PORTS 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the containment of 
hazardous material in an enclosure, and, more particularly to the 
containment within a mailbox or drop box of a biological agent or 
like disposed in a mail piece. 

The recent incidents of anthrax laced letters being 
transported through the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
facilities to unsuspecting recipients has alarmed the nation and 
the world. Currently, the tainted letters are discovered after 
the recipient accepts delivery or by alert postal employees 
noticing white powder that could be anthrax on mail parcels, 
sorting and distribution equipment, or themselves. There appears 
to be no current security devices or procedures that are 
available to intercept' such letters at the earliest source of 
introduction into the USPS system, for example at the mailbox or 
post office drop box. Also, there appears to be no known devices 
or procedures that safe guard against biological agents in forms 
other than a white powdery substance, such as anthrax. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A vacuum mail tub being in the form of a substantially rigid 
container and a lid. The container including a vacuum port and 
an air vent for sampling air in the vacuum mail tub for possible 
biological contamination, such as anthrax. The container further 
including raised standoffs along the bottom of the container and 
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channels along the walls to facilitate airflow efficiency through 
the vacuum mail tub when the lid is attached and a vacuum source 
is applied to the vacuum port. Air samples of the sealed 

9 

container air are collected for contamination analysis. 

4 For a better understanding of the present invention, 

together with other and further objects thereof, reference is 
made to the accompanying drawings and detailed description. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

tn 

O 5 Figure is a partial sectional view of the present invention 

-J" illustrating airflow intake and circulation within the present 
^ invention, and a schematic representation of the present 
|j| invention cooperating with a vacuum/biosensor mechanism, 
i 

ru 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

D 

h6 Now referring to FIG. 1, a vacuum mail tub 10 of the present 

invention includes a substantially rigid container 12 and a lid 
14. An vacuum port 16 and an air vent 18 is provided in 
container 12 for sampling air in the vacuum mail tub 10 for 
possible biological contamination, such as anthrax. 

7 The container 12 includes a bottom wall 19,. sidewalls 20a, 

end walls 20b, an open end 21 with a lip 22, and molded standoffs 
23. The container 12 is a unitary molded structure made of any 
substantially rigid material, examples of which include plastic, 
rubber, and metal. Vertical channels 24 add strength to the 
container 10 and assure an unobstructed path for any contaminants 


3 

to travel to the vacuum port 16 when a vacuum is applied. 
Additionally, the two opposing end walls 20b include handhold 
indentations 25 near the open end 21 to allow mail carriers to 
pick up the vacuum mail tub 10. 

8 In preferred form, a lid 14 is provided which is suitably 

sized and contoured to snugly fit in the lip 22 of container 12. 
The lid 14 is preferably a unitary molded structure shaped as a 
rectangle made of any substantially rigid material, examples of 
which include plastic and rubber, which is of a sufficient width 
and length to extend longitudinally outward over the lip 22 of 

q\ container 12. This allows lid 14 to form a substantially 

*jj airtight seal with container 12. 

-F 

O 9 The molded standoffs 23 prevent mail articles from resting 

j bV directly on the bottom wall 19 of the container 12 and assures an 
M unobstructed path for any contaminates to travel to the vacuum 
\" port 16 when a vacuum is applied. Additionally, the molded 
£J standoffs 23 add strength to the container 12. 
0 

G)l0 The air vent 18 can be located anywhere on container 12, but 


is preferred on an end wall 20b near the top open end 21. 
Similarly, the vacuum port 16 can be located anywhere on 
container 10, but is preferred on the opposing end wall 20b of 
the air vent 18 and near the bottom wall 19. of the container 12. 
The preferred locations are advantageous because air is drawn 
from the top of the container 10 where high concentration 
airborne contaminants are likely. Additionally, contaminants 
that settle on the bottom 19 will also by drawn from the 
container 10 as air travels to the vacuum port positioned the 
bottom wall 19. 


4 

Air passes from the outside environment into the vacuum mail 
tub 10 through air vent 18 into the vacuum mail tub 10. The air 
exits through the vacuum port 16 when a commercially available 
vacuum with a biological agent sensor attachment (not shown) is 
attached to vacuum port 16. The air samples from the vacuum mail 
tub 10 are analyzed to detect a biological agent or other 
contaminant. If such a contaminant is detected, the vacuum port 
16 and the air vent 18 can be plugged with conventional .plugs 
(not shown) to seal the contamination in the vacuum mail tub and 
transported to a decontamination center for further processing; 


til 12 Although the invention has been described with respect to 

O 

W various embodiments, it should be realized this invention is also 

■fj capable of a wide variety of further and other embodiments within 

y.i the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
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